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Critical Reflection 

The internship I completed at The Wilderness Society (TWS) provided an invaluable 

opportunity to use the knowledge I have gained through university in a real world setting. The 

starting date of my internship coincided with the preliminary stage of TWS’s deforestation 

campaign and would see me on the other side of the media. The goal was to influence the 

election commitments in the upcoming election to secure stronger vegetation management laws 

to subdue rapid land clearing in Queensland.  

The professional environment of TWS proved a beneficial entry point to the fields of 

campaigning and environmental conservation. Witnessing first-hand how non-for-profit 

organisations collaborate on a shared goal and discerning where organisations possess a 

competitive advantage provided an insight into the campaigning environment. TWS was 

personally responsible for providing feet on the ground in the community and rallying support 

for the deforestation campaign from the bottom-up.   

I was predominately responsible for coordinating the core volunteer actions team that followed 

through with potential supporters and doing direct actions across the community. Initially, I 

presumed I would be doing more of my role behind a computer screen, but soon found myself 

outside the office on a regular basis or on the phone coordinating volunteers to upcoming 

actions. Community engagement is a huge part of TWS’s campaign strategy, however, our 

opposition Agforce employed tactics such as discrediting us as an extremist green group and 

attempting to implement “anti-farmer legislation” (Phelps, 2017).  

The absence of balanced media organisations covering the land clearing crisis in Queensland 

means that the stories will be published through the organisations own blogs, and alternative 

news sources such as Queensland Country Life and Ecowatch. The publications are orientated 

towards an aligned interest with an invested interest in the outcome of the situation; this can 

strengthen the position of those with supporting views, but fails to incite bipartisan discourse 

(Galbraith, 2010). The polarisation of environmental/agricultural groups has established a tic-

for-tac mentality in the campaign and diminishes the possibility for bipartisan solutions as 

demonstrated in the film ‘Restoring Earth’ (Restoring Earth, 2016).  
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The element of neutrality is omitted in campaigning, and instead you are relying on rallying 

your supporter base through specific rhetoric to reinforce their position and to diminish the 

opposition’s proposition through depicting them as disconnected (Galbraith, 2010; Bueno de 

Mesquita et al, 2008). The rise of alternative news sources, sub-cultures, and the proliferation 

of social media has all attributed to the current media environment (Corner, 2017). Through 

emotionally charged rhetoric the public’s opinion on the issue can change considerably, for 

better or worse, and the noticeable emergence of this style of campaigning is particularly 

worrying as it appeals to the principal of demagoguery.  

Even TWS utilises such a strategy with ‘personal narratives’ which aim to create an emotional 

connection between the audience, presenter, and TWS as a whole. In reflection, it is unnerving 

to realise I participated in this strategy and witnessed first-hand how influential it is in rallying 

support behind your cause. However, campaigning for environmental conservation subdued 

my conflicted emotions towards campaigning as a whole. Because, the compelling evidence of 

climate change is substantial enough to argue it is in the public’s interest to objectively 

campaign for the improvement of environmental standards, but this is not the case for all causes 

(Vine, 2017). 

This emergence of loaded rhetoric and campaigning has only strengthened my passion to 

pursue a career in journalism. The experience of campaigning provided autonomy from 

aligning with a particular ideal and allowed me to balance my own preconceived prejudice 

against my experiences to formulate a new position on how to conduct myself as a journalist 

(Van Woerkom, 2010). Evaluating our biases against new perspectives is becoming 

increasingly difficult in such a turbulent period of journalism and restricts our ability to critical 

assess scenarios, which makes the act of restoring trust in journalism even more important 

(Cranton & King, 2003). 

Campaigning as mentioned before relies on identifying beliefs that the public emotionally 

connects with and accepts, then familiarising them in our society (Galbraith, 2010). The 

shifting of acceptable ideas within our society is constantly changing, but without the 

profession of journalism reactionary agendas based in falsehood can polarise of our societal 

environment unfettered (Galbraith, 2010). It is for these reasons that I will continue to pursue 

journalism as a career and attempt to be consciously aware of my own preconceived 

perceptions of the world so that I can avoid systematic errors in my judgement (Kahneman, 

2011).  
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